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When you ask people, what comes to mind when they think of November,
many would first think about turkey and giving thanks. For us, in mosquito
control operations in Louisiana, there is truly much to be thankful for. First,
November reminds us how thankful we are for our military veterans. There
is a long history of military veterans making an impact in our industry and
that history continues through our members – thank you for your sacrifice
and service to our country!
We are also thankful that November marks the traditional end of the West
Nile virus (WNV) and hurricane season. The 2017 season left Louisiana and
mosquito control a bit bruised from slightly increased West Nile activity compared to 2016 and
Hurricane Harvey. Unfortunately, our friends and colleagues from Florida, Puerto Rico, and Texas did
not fare so well this year.
Comparing WNV activity as reported by the Louisiana Department of Health from the year-to-date
(2017 up to week 44) to 2016 (through week 44), there were more than twice the number of
WNV-infected mosquito pools – 428 in 2017 compared to 203 in 2016. In 2017 we also say a slight
increase in the numbers of human WNV cases from 45 in 2016 to 50 (through week 44). Despite this
increase and though we are not quite finished with the year 2017 human WNV case data appears to be
below or at the historical median number of cases since 2002 (http://new.dhh.louisiana.gov/assets/oph/
Center-PHCH/Center-CH/infectious-epi/Annuals/EncephalitisWNV_LaIDAnnual.pdf).
We are also thankful for the relationships we have in our respective workplaces through our
association. Our colleagues make work feel a lot less like work and more like family. The LMCA Annual
Meeting is the culmination of our year and an opportunity to renew and celebrate relationships across
our workplaces. I hope all our members are making plans to join us in Covington on December 5-7th
for our Annual Meeting. This year’s meeting will feature two significant changes, a poster session and an
offsite banquet. We hope both changes will create a more impactful and meaningful meeting. I’m
extremely thankful for the LMCA members and Board of Directors that have helped put together this
meeting including: Dr. Claudia Riegel, Herff Jones, Dr. Kristen Healy, Bryan Massery, and
Dennis Wallette.
Finally, I am extremely grateful for the honor to serve this organization this year. The LMCA is the
organization that I honed my presentation skills during graduate school starting some fifteen years ago.
The lessons I’ve learned throughout those fifteen years as a member, board member, and now as
president are invaluable. The relationships that I’ve created through LMCA is what I’m most thankful for
professionally this November.
Yours in the swarm,

Dr. Kevin A. Caillouet
Caillouet@stpmad.org
985.643.5050
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LMCA News - Some Old, Some New & Some Out of the Blue

It’s Meeting Time!!!
December 5th - 8th 2017

What can I get from a meeting:

 Gain Knowledge
 Opportunities
 Sharing Ideas
 Friendships/acquaintances with others in
the same career

 Renew LDAF Commercial License
 Enjoy being part of a great organization!
Clarion Inn & Conference Center
501 N Hwy 190 Covington, LA 70433

What’s New…
On November 8, 2017, a new version of the LMCA
web site was moved to the production domain, http://
lmca.us.
There are several reasons why a different web site
was needed:
 the old technology used, presented security
flaws,
 2) the use of "Flash" technology is no longer
being supported in the main stream, due to security holes and
 3) a new look and feel was needed. The new web
site uses an HTML5 responsive web site template, which supports video and audio without
"Flash" as well as dynamic re-sizing of presented
data for smaller screens like tablet and phone
platforms.
Be on the lookout for a presentation at the annual
meeting by Mr. Chris Fayette from Tangipahoa
Parish explaining all the great features!!
CONGRATULATIONS to Mr. Herff Jones
on the being elected for the AMCA South Central Regional Director. Best wishes you way!

Out of The Blue
For most, when the cooler season approaches
things come to a hault, such as survelliance traps,
spray trucks and aerial flights. This means winter is
here and another season has come and gone. It’s
time to enjoy some time off! Gives everyone
enough time to regroup and start all over for the
next season.
As your editor of the LMCA Newsletter, I would
like to wish all of you the best for the upcoming
holidays. May you all enjoy to the fullest!
Kellie Quinn,
Calcasieu Parish Mosquito Control

UPCOMING….
The 84th AMCA Meeting will be held in Kansas City,
MO at the Sheraton Kansas City Hotel at Crown Plaza.
Dates set to attend will be February 26th - March 2nd.
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District News
Caddo

Continued...

Greetings from Caddo Parish. The 2017 mosquito season was
slow during the spring, busy during the summer and really
slow during fall. We were very fortunate that the hurricane
season did not affect us at all. We had 861 mosquito
complaints this year, the lowest number since 2011.

We have had no reported human cases so far this year.

Fall season brought us a drought and cooler weather came in
early with a frost the last weekend of October. The main
problematic
mosquito
during
the
summer
was
Aedes albopictus. The amount of rain kept them going strong
causing numerous complaints and high collection numbers in
co2 traps and gravid traps.
In the fall, southern Shreveport experienced a huge outbreak
of Mansonia and Coquillettidia causing whole neighborhoods to
call. This was the only area where we had these problems.
Mosquito collections were down this year, except for Ae.
albopictus in the summer and Mansonia titillans in the fall.
Gravid traps were down, meaning a slow year for
Culex quinquefasciatus. On the virus front, we had 19 positive
pools and 6 human cases with West Nile Virus. We targeted
these areas hard with spraying.
On Mondays during the summer, we collected oviposition
traps for LSU; we had 14 different locations for the traps. I
hope they received good information because we really
enjoyed doing it.

We began setting oviposition cups at the end of May to
participate in the LSU container-breeding study and continued
through the end of August. We look forward to hearing the
results of this project!

For adult control efforts, we have been continuing our ground
and aerial spraying operations as needed based on surveillance.
For roadside ditches, we use a duplex mixture of B.t.i and
methoprene in our tank trunks, and larviciding oil by hand.
We have been conducting field and resistance test as needed.
We have also continued utilizing MapVision for data entry and
storage in both the office and field.
We have implemented the new GeoTracker Professional
update for our Monitor4S spray trucks. This required a data
conversion from our existing GeoTracker system, as well as
corresponding cloud table updates to support the conversion of
data to the cloud version of GeoTracker.
We look forward to seeing everyone at the annual meeting!

Please join us in congratulating our entomologist,
Colby Colona, who will become our Assistant Director on
January 1st!

Have a blessed holidays, and hope see everybody at the
annual meeting!

Tangipahoa
After yet another busy summer, we are finally beginning to
wind down for the season. This year, we have seen an overall
decrease in southern house mosquitoes. At the end of last
season, totals were over 166,000 and we had submitted
nearly 2,100 samples. Our current “quink” counts are over
147,000 with just under 2,000 submissions for the year.
Floodwater mosquito populations have been higher (up 21.4%
from this time last year) due to rain. We have seen surges in
overall total populations of Mansonia titillans and Aedes
atlanticus than from previous years as well.
On July 5th, we received our first positive West Nile Virus
mosquito sample for the season. This continued through the
end of August, for a total of eight positive samples. This is a
decrease from last year, with a total of fourteen in 2016.

Colby Colona,
Tangipahoa Mosquito Abatement
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District News
Ouachita

Continued...

As of this writing, OPMAD has submitted 1,110 mosquito
pools thus far in 2017 with 56 returning positive for West
Nile Virus.
The bulk of the positive mosquito pools
transpired from the end of June until the end of August. The
timing of said positive pools caused increased infection rates
during that time period which prompted several aerial
missions throughout the months of July and August. This
activity prompted the spraying of 234,530 acres by air in those
two months.
This summer saw increased rain activity throughout which is
an anomaly of sorts based on having experienced summer
droughts for the majority of the last 20 or so years.
Fortunately, the rains were sporadic enough that we only saw
minimal floodwater activity while many of these rains helped
to flush “quink” breeding locations. This fall we have been
lucky enough to avoid a floodwater hatch-off as the rains have
continued to be sporadic. My fingers are crossed that we do
not receive a Thanksgiving bounty of floodwater mosquitoes.

David Martin educates students at New Iberia
High School

Lastly, OPMAD participated in and was excited about joining
the rest of the parishes throughout the state in helping with
the Ae. albopictus/Ae.aegypti surveillance study throughout the
summer facilitated by LSU, OPH, and Tulane.
OPMAD wishes everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and will be
seeing you all soon at the LMCA Annual Meeting!

Iberia
The mosquito season is not over for us. Daytime and
nighttime crews have been persistent, facing fairly significant
floodwater populations produced by parish wide rainfall just
after Halloween. Ground operations have been supported by
aerial operations covering more than 45,000 acres targeting
floodwater and Cx.quinquefasciatus populations. Ground
operations and aerial operations through the end of October
have covered just over 1.2 million acres. 2017 has been a busy
year for us, WNV activity was found in mosquitoes this year
and Louisiana Department of Hospitals reported one case of
human WNV neuroinvasive disease in Iberia Parish.
In other news, the District conducted several public outreach
programs at local libraries and schools with displays, literature
and activities for the kids. The programs focused on how
mosquitoes adversely impact our lives, why mosquito control
is important and what every individual can do to avoid mosquito bites while eliminating breeding near the home. District
employees finds these activities rewarding based on the excitement and enthusiasm of the kids.

Iberia Parish staff man and education station at
St. Peter’s Safety & Wellness Weekend

Tina Paredes sets up the education station at the
Iberia Parish Library
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District News
Calcasieu

Cameron

It seems we have transitioned into the start of our mosquito
off-season. However, we did have an aerial flight the first
week in November due to Mansonia titillans abundance in a
few isolated areas. Aerial flights for the year are 25% below
average with 53 and aerial treated acreage a little over
700,000.

As I write this on a warm November day, we are still busy
taking landing rates, running traps, spraying, and servicing
trucks. We are currently still getting a few landing rates of
Ae. sollicitans in the teens and a few New Jersey light trap
collections in the lower thousands. Things could be better, but
they could be a lot worse. Our busiest time of the year was
probably late May through early August. During that period,
we had close to 30 inches of rain parish wide. It rained almost
every day during that period, including being hit by tropical
storm Cyndi. Cyndi caused a lot of flooding to the southern
marshes near the coast. We sprayed with trucks nearly every
day that the weather cooperated and sprayed 380,687 acres by
air during this period.

We recently sold our Cessna Ag Wagon, which purchased in
1985. Since Reagan Cook has been flying it for over 32
years, it is appropriate to honor him with a nice photo in our
section of the newsletter. A conservative estimate of only
treatment flights came to 1,200. It has been a workhorse for
helping us control mosquitoes throughout the years. A
number of us went out to watch and film the last departure
from Chennault International Airport here in Lake Charles.
Our aerial program will now consist of two twin-engine
aircraft, the Norman – Britten Islander and the King Air 90.

Mr. Reagan Cook
Mosquito arbovirus activity ended on a positive note on our
side of the state. We had only two positive WNV Cx. quinquefaciatus mosquito pools for the year. This was quite a
contrast from last year when we had 56 positive pools and 6
human cases. It would be nice to have a repeat next year,
knock-on-wood.
Please keep our former director, Lucas Terracina, in your
prayers; he is struggling with some health issues.

Just as things were starting to slow down some, we got hit by
hurricane Harvey. On August 24th, we evacuated our office,
and moved all of our trucks and chemicals to higher land.
Harvey brought a lot of rain, wind, and surge to our parish.
Harvey made its Louisiana land fall in Cameron near Holly
Beach on August 29th. Harvey brought 20-30 rain parish wide
and many areas had prolonged flooding. On August 30th, we
moved everything back to our office and sent trucks out that
night.
Getting back to work, we took landing rates for the first time
on August 31st. Many areas were about 20-30 a minute
Ae.sollicitans/Ps.columbiae. Landing rates never exceeded the
20-30 per minute range following Harvey, but landing rates in
the teens and lower 20s were wide spread. Most of the
mosquitoes were alive when Harvey hit, and got displaced by
the rising water, pushing them to higher ground. We never
experienced a large increase in mosquitoes for the weeks
following Harvey. The highest mosquito numbers were
experienced during and directly following the storm. Over a
four day period following the storm we treated every area by
air at least once, treating 168,960 acres by air. After those
flights, the mosquito problems associated with Harvey was
wrapped up. Since then, things have been relatively slow.
We have had a few flights for football games, and Coquillettidia/
Mansonia problems over the last couple of months.
Hope everyone has a great Thanksgiving and Christmas.
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District News
EBRMARC

Continued...

We are certainly hoping to get some cooler weather soon.
This mosquito season seems to just keep dragging on. We
had a very wet summer in EBR Parish this year. Fortunately,
no big floods, but lots of rain and these events kept the
ditches flushed out and helped keep the Cx. quinquefasciatus
populations down, but it also kept the containers full thereby
creating lots of Ae. albopictus breeding sites. We are on the
way to a record year for residential inspections and
treatments. We have conducted 14,805 mosquito service
requests and 3,732 rodent service requests through October.
The following chart shows the monthly distribution of the
mosquito requests.

Our Educational Outreach Program was able to purchase an
inflatable mosquito model this year. The mosquito has already
been used for some events this fall. We really appreciate the
efforts of Pest Control Inspector III Kenny Ricard for
obtaining this real attention getter and our Director, Dr. Todd
Walker for finding the funding.

Our new facility on the airport is almost finished. We are
waiting for furniture and a few minor changes before we make
the move sometime in early 2018.
Our inspectors and support staff had to work 10 hour days, 6
days a week in order to address these citizen requests and
their routine larviciding assignments.
We had a pretty typical West Nile virus (WNV) season this
year. We had positive mosquito pools from late March to the
middle of October. The WNV infection rates never reached
the high numbers we have seen in past years, but we did have
119 positive mosquito pools (this “beat” even West Baton
Rouge Parish) and 8 positive wild birds.

We want to welcome a new front office staff member, Clerical
Specialist Tylesian Andris.
Finally, we look forward to seeing everyone in Covington in
December.
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Code of Ethics
Louisiana Mosquito Control Association Members
Mosquito control provides services which are increasingly important to the health, welfare and progress of society.
Those employed in the mosquito control profession have the responsibility to render effective and professional service to humanity, in keeping with the high standards of ethical conduct. Therefore, in striving to advance and maintain
the honor and dignity of the profession, the Louisiana Mosquito Control Association has established the following
code to define the conduct and ethics due the profession. This code is binding on the membership of the LMCA.
LMCA members will use their knowledge and skill for the betterment of human welfare.
Members will, at all times, strive to maintain the public trust, and advance the standards and principles established by
the LMCA.
Members will cooperate in the exchange of information and technology for the growth and progress of the mosquito
control profession and the LMCA.
Members will not cause dishonor to the Association through their actions while representing the LMCA.
Members will promote solidarity, harmony and support among members and fellow workers. They will not undermine,
vilify, berate or otherwise intentionally injure the work, accomplishments, efforts or professional reputation of another.
Members will not conduct or in any way participate in a fallacious review of the work of a fellow worker or other
member.

Members will help defend and morally support others against unjust claims and accusations. They will defend the mosquito control profession and report to the Board of Directors any member acting in a manner inconsistent with the
policies and guidelines set forth by the LMCA.
Charges of any violation of this code on the part of any member will be reviewed by the LMCA Board of Directors
and may, with a majority vote of the Board, result in, but not be limited to, censorship, loss of voting privileges within
the Association, removal from committee membership and removal from membership in the Association.
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Louisiana Mosquito Control Association Membership
Louisiana Mosquito Control Association
15483 Club Deluxe Road
Hammond, LA 70403
Phone: 985-543-0454
Fax: 985-543-0457
office@louisianamosquito.org

The LMCA is a support arm for these operations, those smaller city/community operators and all others
interested in mosquito control. We provide a platform for educational resources and opportunities
through publications, meetings and workshops, as well as guidance and technical direction for those in
need. Association leadership works closely with state regulators to assure competency within operations
and vigilance on legislative matters. Through this we are able to uphold our mission of enhancing the
quality of life through the suppression of mosquitoes for all here in Louisiana. Visit our website at
www.lmca.us for more information.
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