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Louisiana has started the year with a lot of exciting and different trainings and
activities occurring around the state. In addition to our annual workshop and
mosquito academy, we have had the great opportunity to provide additional
trainings to our LMCA members. I would like to highlight a few of these events
that have occurred this year.
I would first like to thank those that were involved in the Gulf Coast Fly-in at
Chennault International Airport. This event, which honored both Wayne
Fisher and Donald Pechon, was conducted this past April in Lake Charles. I
would especially like to thank those that were involved in hosting and organizing
the meeting: Scott Willis, Scott Harrington, Kellie Quinn, Kevin Caillouet, and Herff Jones. I
have heard from many that this event was a great success.
I would also like to thank the workshop committee, in particular Kyle Moppert, Herff Jones, Josh
Hightower, Shannon Ryder, and Scott Harrington, for an excellent workshop this year. Those
that attended received a wide variety of equipment and supplies for mosquito control. These efforts all
help to improve Louisiana’s mosquito control programs.
I would also like to thank New Orleans Mosquito Control, especially Claudia Riegel and her crew,
which organized another excellent Mosquito Academy. Lastly, I would like to thank Sarah Michaels
and Herff Jones for helping to organize a mosquito control “Train the Trainer” in East Baton Rouge. It
is our hopes to expand on these tools to offer some discussions and exercises next winter. We have
already had so many great activities in Louisiana this year, the fun never stops!
I hope many of you can make it to New Orleans Bug Fest this year on May 12, 2018. This will be a great
opportunity for the public to understand and appreciate the value of all you do. As always, it is a
pleasure serving as the president of this wonderful organization. It is the great group of mosquito
control workers that I get to work with, that make my job enjoyable every day.
Thank you,
Kristen Healy
khealy@lsu.edu
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2018 Gulf Coast Fly - In
On April 11th a Gulf Coast Fly-In took place at Chennault International Airport in Lake Charles, LA. It was the first of a bi-annual
event established by the LMCA in honor of Wayne Fisher and Donald Pechon, former pilots of St. Tammany Mosquito
Control. Attendees enjoyed a variety of topics.
Mark Latham, of Manatee County, FL, spoke about the advantages and disadvantages of helicopters in mosquito control. Paul
DeStout, Calcasieu OEP, talked about lessons learned responding to Hurricanes with emphasis on flexibility in planning,
non-complacency and development of good communication. Volunteers are the key to community success in disaster response.
Aerial responses to Hurricane Harvey & Irma brought many logistic challenges. Spray activities after natural disasters require teamwork and logistic coordination. Malcom Williams shared VDCI’s challenges of spraying 3.7 million acres across 31 counties
within Texas and Florida in 18 days. He ended with a great video complementing their pilots and other team members on a job well
done.
Lieutenant Colonel Tom Janousek spoke about his reserve unit’s participation with the U.S. Air Force’s three C130 Hercules
aircraft stationed at Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio, TX. Each night they burned 42,000 lbs. of fuel, treated 300,000 acres,
and used 1,620 gallons of Dibrom treating a total of 2.7 million acres in two states.
Special thanks goes to Fly-In sponsors, Adapco and AMVAC. We are looking forward to the next opportunity to get together!
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LMCA News
Master Vector Borne Disease Management Certification Course
2018

61ST Annual Meeting of The Louisiana Mosquito Control Association
This years meeting will be in held in Lafayette, Louisiana
on December 4th - 6th of 2018.
DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Lafayette
1521 West Pinhook Road
Lafayette, LA 70503-3158
(337) 235-6111

Room rates: $99 Two Double Beds, $109 King Bed
Reservations link:
http://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/groups/personalized/L/LFTLDDT-LMQ20181203/index.jhtml

DECEMBER 4TH - 6TH
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District News
Caddo

Continued…

Greetings from Northwest Louisiana. The 2018 mosquito
season has started with a bang. After a cold winter we had
record setting rain at the end of February. March was cool
but it warmed up enough by the end of the month that we
had a huge explosions of mosquitoes. This caused high
mosquito counts and public complaints. We started to spray
but the conditions were not ideal.

Josh Hightower attended the LMCA workshop in West
Monroe in March. Josh Hightower, Glen Dupre, Reagan
Cook, and Jeremiah Bult attended the Gulf Coast Fly In in
Lake Charles this April.

The weather in April has been bad; the first 2 weekends had
hailstorms, heavy rains and tornadoes. The thing that saved us
was the temperatures stayed cool and we had a late frost.
Public complaints were low and the counts slowed down after
late March. At end of the month and the beginning of May, it
has started to warm up causing more complaints. The
majority of the mosquitoes we collected have been Aedes
vexans and Anopheles Crucians. The gravid trap collections have
been low. At the time of writing this due to the cool temperatures, Aedes albopictus have not been very active that will
change when the heat gets here.
On the personal front, we filled the last seasonal slot and
hoping to add one more for spraying. Due to some security
concerns, we upgraded the lighting in our compound and
building making the area very bright at night. Good luck the
rest of the season.

Cameron
So far things have been going good for the year. With all of
the cold fronts and low amounts of rain, mosquito
populations have remained relatively low. Our highest landing
rate for the year has been 38 per minute in Oak Grove back
in February. Our second highest was 28 per minute in
Hackberry which was also in February.
Lately we have been having a few landing rates in the teens
near Holly Beach and the south end of Hackberry. Our
highest light trap collection so far was from Creole in March.
It caught 7680 mosquitoes, which were primarily Culex
salinarius.
We have been spraying with the trucks a few nights each
week when the weather permits. We have been using the
John Deere Gator frequently to spray ball fields for the local
schools’ baseball and softball games. We have only had one
flight this year, prior to the Easter weekend treating 23,040
acres for the Hackberry, Holly Beach, and Johnson Bayou
area. We have submitted 159 mosquito pools so far this year.
All have tested negative.

Congratulations to Karey Theriot for passing her 8A test
recently. Karey is a part-time spray truck driver that also
helps out with field inspections when needed.
Lastly, we have submitted 159 mosquito pools so far this year
and all have tested negative.

Tangipahoa
As we settle into the season and have routine trap operations
underway, we have started seeing surges in Coquillettidia
perturbans populations. This is typical for our district during this
time of year as the weather heats up and rain increases.
Overall, our CDC trap counts are up significantly from April
and May of last year, though our gravid traps have been much
lower. We have submitted 351 samples to the LSU vet lab,
none of which have tested positive for West Nile virus.
To continue with the LSU ovitrap project from last year, we
will begin setting oviposition cups at the end of May and
continue through the end of August. We look forward to
hearing the results of this project!
For adult control efforts, we have continued ground spraying
operations as needed based on surveillance and weather. For
roadside ditches, we continue to use a duplex mixture of B.t.i
and methoprene in our tank trunks, and larviciding oil by hand.
We have been conducting field and resistance testing to begin
the season, and calibrating our trucks with droplet tests. We
have also continued utilizing MapVision for data entry and
storage in both the office and field. With the arrival of spring,
we have been working to upgrade all our Windows PCs and
laptops to the Windows 10 April 2018 update.
We would like to welcome Sherry Jones, our new lab
assistant, who joined our team in mid-April. She is a great
addition to our work family!
We hope everyone has a great summer!
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District News
Iberia

Ouachita

The 2018 mosquito season is ready to begin! Last season we
completed two important tasks related to our ground
operations, which we found to be of great value as well as
markedly improve our efficiency and effectiveness. First, was
the “re-structuring” and “re-mapping” all of our ground
truck-based treatment zones. Second, the development of
“new” zones that included the identification and mitigation of
all “non-target” locations. Those locations included
hypersensitive individuals, bees, beneficial insectaries,
aquaculture and any citizen who indicated their wish to avoid
mosquito spraying activities from the ground or the air.

Spring in Ouachita Parish has been relatively quiet in relation to
mosquito activity even with the higher water that has been
prevalent in many areas of the parish throughout the season.
The higher water is just starting to recede allowing for pockets
of floodwater mosquito activity to now begin.

We are looking forward to further embellish these
implementations with the addition of Frontier Precision
systems in our new ground ULV spray rigs coupled with their
numerous GIS tools. The District actively supports a
cooperative GIS effort with Parish administration, which is
close to acquiring the final piece to allow for an “outward”
facing portal for internal GIS assets. We consider this
important as we explore additional connections with the
public we serve.

OPMAD began its night spray operation April 23 to address the
floodwater mosquitoes in these locations. Culex quinquefasciatus
activity has been slow to start with the continued cooler
temperatures.
OPMAD is also very excited to have been the host location for
the 2018 LMCA Spring Workshop in West Monroe, LA on
March 27 and 28 at the Ike Hamilton Expo Center. We had a
great turnout and want to thank everyone who was involved in
helping to put on the workshop and make it a success.
We enjoyed having all of you here!

Surveillance collections have reached treatment thresholds for
ground ULV interventions and problematic areas will be
addressed with expanded operations. Truck mounted
larviciding activities have been interrupted not by rain, but by
high winds, so more traditional methods have been required.
Aerial operations have not been utilized so far, but historically
there will be plenty of opportunity to employ that asset.
In other news, plans are moving forward for hosting the 2018
LMCA Annual Meeting in Lafayette. We expect everyone to
attend and we expect everyone to share with a presentation
or poster. Check LMCA website for meeting and Hotel
reservation details.
Lastly, congratulations to Assistant Director Renee Pellerin,
newly certified AMCA Trainer For Integrated Mosquito
Management Curriculum after completing the LMCA
sponsored “Train the Trainer” program.

Renee Pellerin

Mosquito Control Programs were provided with an
array of free equipment and products during the
LMCA Spring Workshop.
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District News
West Baton Rouge
Greetings from West Baton Rouge! Mosquito season is off to
a slow start for us in West Baton Rouge Parish. Although we
are starting to find larvae in more areas of the parish, overall
traps counts remain low. Early season floodwater mosquito
activity was down considerably for us as well this year. We
began our gravid trapping season the first week of April as we
always do and to date we are over 40 mosquito samples
behind our submission count for this same time last year.
Consequently our ground ULV truck, off road ULV, and
larviciding operations are off to a slow start as well but are
ready to respond when mosquito activity increases.

Jacob Snearl, West Baton Rouge Parish
Mosquito Control

Our small department has experienced a restructuring of
sorts this year. In February the WBR Parish Council made our
Director, George Bragg the Director of the WBR Animal
Control Department as well. Michael Joseph who has been
with us for a numbers of years was promoted to Mosquito
Control Supervisor. We hired Jacob Snearl in March to fill
Michael’s old position. Jacob comes to us from WBR Drainage
Department and has been a part of our night spray crew for a
few years. He is young and extremely enthusiastic about his
new career. Jacob just attended and successfully completed
training at this year’s LMCA Mosquito Academy in New
Orleans. He is looking forward to meeting many of you at this
year’s annual meeting in the fall.
Our education event season kicked off with multiple events at
Port Allen Elementary School in March. Last week we
participated in STEAM Night at the WBR Parish Library.
Upcoming education events for us include a few school
events: Fourth Fest in downtown Port Allen, and WBR Sugar
Fest in the fall.
In other news, our parish was selected from more than
100,000 applicants to receive a SAG (Special Achievement in
GIS Award) Award for small government at this year’s ESRI
Conference is San Diego, CA. Many of our parish
departments are now using GIS web applications many of
which are made available to the public. The parish’s GIS
contractor informed us that our mosquito control web
application that features our spray zone map contributed a lot
to our parish receiving the award due to the amount of traffic
and attention that it has received.
Best wishes to everyone for a good year and we look forward
to seeing you in the fall!

West Baton Rouge Parish participating in local
education events
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District News
EBRMARC

Calcasieu

The weather this spring has been rather atypical for EBR
Parish. We had more 80 degree days in February than we did
in April. Fortunately, our mosquito populations have been
pretty low. We have had some Aedes vexans and Anopheles
crucians in moderate numbers but only in a few areas. Our
Culex quinquefasciatus collections are really down compared
to last year. From January 1st to the end of April we have
only submitted 234 “quink” pools for testing compared to 917
for the same period in 2017.

The first half of the year is almost behind us. Mosquito
populations in most of the parish have been below average and
we have not had any major outbreaks. Most of our aerial spray
flights targeted nuisance mosquitoes at state tournaments and
outdoor festivals. Several spray flights have been in the Southeast corner of the parish combating Coquillettidia perturbans.
We placed a BG counter in the area running daily to monitor
their populations before and after flights. Within 48 hours,
populations have recovered and reached pretreatment levels.
They have a great habitat area and it is challenging to control
them for any length of time.

Mosquito service requests at residential locations have been
average. In April we conducted more than 1500 such
inspections. However, many of the recent complaints have
actually been due to black flies or buffalo gnats. These vicious
biting flies have been a real problem this year. We even had
to conduct some adulticiding operations at the Baton Rouge
Zoo because some of their captive birds were being so badly
bitten. The good thing is that the warming temperatures will
dramatically reduce these black fly populations.
We have already started our larviciding operations at tire
piles in anticipation of Aedes albopictus ramping up their
numbers. After a couple of years where the number of tire
piles had actually diminished, last year and continuing so far
this year we have noticed an increase in illegal tire dumps.
Some of these dumping sites are large and in populated areas
of the city.

Our aerial program faced logistic challenges in May due runway
maintenance. Chennault Industrial Airport shut down its
runway for a four-month maintenance period. Construction
crews are replacing and patching the original 1941 WWII
runway. Our normal taxiway has turned into a staging area for
equipment and supplies. As a result, we cannot house aircraft
in our hangar, use our fuel farm or load chemical at our facility.
During this time, we are using Chennault hangars and accessing
an alternative runway built for across from the construction. It
has been interesting and we have our spray flight dance down,
but we are looking forward to returning to normal aerial
operations.
On a sad note, Lucas Terracina, our former Director passed
away in March. On Page 9, is a special section in memory of his
tribute and success to Mosquito Control.

We want to welcome new Pest Control Inspector I Carl
Wellington, Jr. to our team. He is starting right when
things get interesting in vector control.

Illegal tire dump in East Baton Rouge Parish
Lucas Terracina
December 1, 1953 - March 14, 2018
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District News
New Orleans

Continued...

Several days below freezing this past Winter (a rarity in New
Orleans) and mild Spring temperatures ushered a slow start
to the mosquito season. We have however been very busy
procuring new equipment, planning additional treatment
evaluations and administering educational programs targeting
a variety of audiences.
In April, NOMTCB hosted the 6th annual Mosquito Academy.
This year’s class was the largest so far, over 35 participants
from all parts of Louisiana and nearby states (MS, TX, AL).
Our guest speaker was Andrew Ruiz from the National
Center for Environmental Health at the Centers for Disease
Control & Prevention. We would like to thank LMCA
members who continue to support and promote this class.
(Photos show the training classroom, mosquito identification
and a hands-on bottle bioassay session in the laboratory.)

Mosquito Academy - Hands-on Bottle Bioassay
Session in the Laboratory

In addition, NOMTCB hosted hands-on Mosquito Workshops
in April and May. These workshops are targeting additional
public health professionals including sanitarians who want to
learn more about mosquito control. The 1st Workshop
focused on surveillance and identification and the 2nd on
Mosquito Control and PPE. Funding was provided by the Zika
virus Enhanced Laboratory Capacity grant provided by the
Louisiana Office of Public Health and the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.

Mosquito Academy - Classroom Training

Mosquito Academy - Mosquito Identification

Lastly, the 1st NOLA BugFest was held on May 12th. BugFest
had more than 40 exhibits, activities and crafts for kids and was
co-sponsored by the Audubon Butterfly Garden and
Insectarium.
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In Memory of Lucas Terracina
Lucas George Terracina, 64 of Lake Charles passed away, Wednesday March 14 th, 2018 in his residence surrounded by family. He
was born in Opelousas and lived in Lake Charles since 1976. He was a graduate of Opelousas Catholic High School and received
his Bachelor of Science Degree in Wildlife Management from Southwestern Louisiana University (ULL).
Lucas began his career in mosquito control with Calcasieu Parish in 1976 as an Inspector, became Director in 1980 and retired in
2013. During his career, he served on the Louisiana Mosquito Control Association Board of Directors for 26 years, and served as
President of the Association twice (1983 & 2004). In 2007, Lucas received the Hathaway-Ritter Distinguished Achievement
Award for his outstanding service to the cause of mosquito control in Louisiana. On the national scene, he served as Interim
Executive Director of the American Mosquito Control Association. Lucas was the recipient of multiple AMCA awards including
the Meritorious Service Award and the Medal of Honor.
Lucas had a great love of family. He was an avid outdoorsman, enjoying both hunting and fishing. He especially loved watching his
children and grandchildren participate in sports. He was their greatest fan and advocate. He served as volunteer coach for
various youth soccer, baseball, and softball teams. He was also an active member of Our Lady Queen of Heaven Catholic Church.
Please keep his family in your prayers; they and friends miss him. Johnson Funeral home in Lake Charles still has a video of
pictures and memories posted, follow this link http://www.johnsonfuneralhome.net/memsol.cgi?user_id=2083049
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Code of Ethics
Louisiana Mosquito Control Association Members
Mosquito control provides services which are increasingly important to the health, welfare and progress of society.
Those employed in the mosquito control profession have the responsibility to render effective and professional service
to humanity, in keeping with the high standards of ethical conduct. Therefore, in striving to advance and maintain the
honor and dignity of the profession, the Louisiana Mosquito Control Association has established the following code to
define the conduct and ethics due the profession. This code is binding on the membership of the LMCA.
LMCA members will use their knowledge and skill for the betterment of human welfare.
Members will, at all times, strive to maintain the public trust, and advance the standards and principles established by
the LMCA.
Members will cooperate in the exchange of information and technology for the growth and progress of the mosquito
control profession and the LMCA.
Members will not cause dishonor to the Association through their actions while representing the LMCA.
Members will promote solidarity, harmony and support among members and fellow workers. They will not undermine,
vilify, berate or otherwise intentionally injure the work, accomplishments, efforts or professional reputation of another.
Members will not conduct or in any way participate in a fallacious review of the work of a fellow worker or other
member.

Members will help defend and morally support others against unjust claims and accusations. They will defend the
mosquito control profession and report to the Board of Directors any member acting in a manner inconsistent with
the policies and guidelines set forth by the LMCA.
Charges of any violation of this code on the part of any member will be reviewed by the LMCA Board of Directors
and may, with a majority vote of the Board, result in, but not be limited to, censorship, loss of voting privileges within
the Association, removal from committee membership and removal from membership in the Association.
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Louisiana Mosquito Control Association Membership
Louisiana Mosquito Control Association
15483 Club Deluxe Road
Hammond, LA 70403
Phone: 985-543-0454
Fax: 985-543-0457
office@louisianamosquito.org

The LMCA is a support arm for these operations, those smaller city/community operators and all others
interested in mosquito control. We provide a platform for educational resources and opportunities
through publications, meetings and workshops, as well as guidance and technical direction for those in
need. Association leadership works closely with state regulators to assure competency within operations
and vigilance on legislative matters. Through this we are able to uphold our mission of enhancing the
quality of life through the suppression of mosquitoes for all here in Louisiana. Visit our website at
www.lmca.us for more information.
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